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The first  assignment for this course will consist of a  library assignment to find sources and develop thesis statements in relation to one of a list of topics below. The intent of the assignment is to help develop skills to understand and carefully analyze the topic developing two opposing theses in relation to it.  Second the assignment is intended to help students learn to use databases in the social sciences and to  find and identify scholarly sources in political science related to the topic. Finally the assignment is intended to help students to carefully read and understand scholarly research and writing a summary in their own words show how it could support or refute a thesis related to your topic.

STEP 1.  Choose a topic from the list

STEP 2   Develop  two thesis statements regarding the topic. This could be one or two sentences taking opposing position on the issue(s) raised in the topic.

STEP 3   Find Scholarly sources related to the topic: 

Students are required to submit an APA*** style formatted bibliography (in alphabetical order by last name of author) of at least EIGHT   (8) items that are scholarly sources relevant to the topic.   

***students frequently ignore this and lose points. The library webpage has links to guides to APA style

All of the sources must be scholarly i.e. books or articles  (for more information on what constitute scholarly, academic sources see the attached table)

TWO (2) of the eight items must have been published later than 2015.


STEP  4.   Write a  half page, one paragraph summary of  each of TWO  (2) of the  8 sources stating:

             i)      the author's main thesis or argument (be very  specific)
             ii)      the type of evidence used by the author to support their argument. BE VERY SPECIFIC  (e.g. survey data, public opinion, electoral data from 20xx-20yy)
                      historical case studies, court judgements, etc.)
             iii)    how the author's thesis relates to your  topic and your thesis. You should try
                     to  pick two articles that are on opposing sides i.e. they appear to support
                    one thesis or the other.

The assignment should have a cover page, normal margins, 12 point font, times new roman and should be in a word file labelled as follows   Topic number, last name, course section. Here is an example       3SmithB

The total length of the assignment should be about three pages excluding the cover page. 


TOPIC

 Examine the proportion of women in elected legislatures in the countries we are studying (ie US, Canada and UK) and compare them to other democracies. Then examine why women remain severely underrepresented, identify the factors that might explain it and discuss whether gender quotas offer  the best solution to the problem. (See text p. 182and 183).

